Science Fair Parent Letter

Dear Students and Parents: 


It is time to start working on Bellevue Middle Prep’s Science Fair! Enclosed is a schedule outlining due dates and important information regarding your child’s project. Ample time has been scheduled and work has been spread out, so students can complete the work at a comfortable pace.

This is a major project and will represent a significant portion of your child’s grade for the next grading period(s). The primary objective of this project is to have students approach a problem scientifically. This includes:

1. Asking questions and forming hypotheses 

2. Creating experiments to test those hypotheses 

3. Organizing data and drawing conclusions 

4. Writing about scientific research 


The project must be experimental in nature as opposed to research oriented. In other words, students must do a test, survey, or experiment to determine the answer to their question instead of just looking it up in a book. Models will not be accepted.  We encourage students to pick topics that they are genuinely interested in, since they will be working on these projects for the next several months.   Topics must also be “original”- something students do not already know.

Project guidelines state that all work must be done by the students; however, assistance may be provided by teachers, parents, etc. It is very difficult to work alone without the exchange of ideas, so we encourage you to brainstorm with your child on different ideas and possible topics your child may want to pursue.  Additionally, students may choose to work in groups of three or fewer.



I am looking forward to working with you to make this a valuable learning experience for your child. I appreciate your support on this important project. As acknowledgement and part of your child’s homework, please sign, date, and return the bottom portion of this letter by November 18, 2016.  
Sincerely,


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           Homework Assignment DUE Friday, November 18, 2016
I have reviewed the Science Fair information and calendar with my child, ____________________, (Printed Name of Child) and we understand the requirements for a successful Science Fair Project including shared costs among group members for materials.
____ I give my permission for my child to work in a group (no more than 2 partners).

____ I would prefer my child work alone on their project.
_________________________                            _______________________
         Parent Signature                                                   Student Signature

Science Fair Calendar
	
	Due Dates

	*Statement of Problem (Topic)
	November 22

	*Hypothesis
	November 30

	*Procedure and Material List
	December 7

	Project Check in day
	December 14 

	Data Table or Graph
	January 10

	Conclusion
	January 13

	Logbook
	January 17

	Completed Board
	January 19

	School-wide Judging
 
	January 23 (*date subject to change) 


Do not begin experiment until you get the green light from your Science teacher!
PROPOSAL- DUE November 2nd
For my science fair project I am asking this question: __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

HYPOTHESIS- DUE November 10th
NOTE:  Make sure it is in the “If…then” format.
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Materials List- DUE November 17th
Please list all materials you’re using for your project.   (The first 2 are for all projects.  You fill in the rest for your particular experiment.  Make sure to include the names of individual’s responsible for the material if you are working in a group.) 

1.  Composition book (for ALL students whether they are working in a group or alone) 
2. Science Fair board (1 per team)

3.

4. 

5. 

6. 

7.

Procedures- DUE November 17th

Data- DUE January 10th

Organize your data into create a chart, graph, or list.  Use graph paper or a computer model of your data.  If you would like to organize your data in another form, please verify it with your teacher.   
Conclusion- DUE January 13th
Please write your conclusion for your experiment.  This should be a full paragraph.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Log Book – DUE January 17th  (See Attached Log Book Grading Rubric)
NOTE:  It must be done in ink.  

The purpose of the logbook is to record all information related to your project.

1. Your logbook is original, one of a kind.

2. Do not loose it.

3. It is irreplaceable, not repeatable.

4. What you write in your logbook is for others and you to help recall, verify, and present all that you do in your experimentation.

5. Do not erase.  Do not use white out.  If you make a mistake or change your mind, use a single line to mark through it.

6. Do not discard after the fair.  Save it.

7. Write all entries in blue or black ink.  If any parts are word processed, glue them onto the pages but make sure no edges are hanging over the edges of your logbook pages.

8. Write everything that would be necessary for someone else to repeat your experiment and obtain similar results. 

9. Number your logbook pages even numbers on the left and odd numbers on the right.

10. Date every entry in the logbook with the date and time for each entry.

Please write all procedures step by step.








